
Church Council met on Tuesday, March 15 at 6:30 pm. The “worship meeting in which 
business is conducted” began by lighting the Holy Spirit candle and inviting the Holy Spirit 
to lead and guide us as we discussed the items listed on the agenda. Scripture readings for 
our meeting were taken from: John 17:20-23. What follows is a brief summary: 
 
10 Church Council members were present for this meeting.  
 
Rev. Alan Mears, along with several members of DNA Church, joined us at Church Council to 
provide an update on the status of DNA Church. Alan discussed how “DNA Church now 
Activates her people into different directions.” “While certainly not abandoning our original 
vision of impacting the Asheville community through discipling, nourishing and activating 
people for Christ, we have concluded that God is both closing doors and opening new ones.” 
Church Council asks that our Long’s Chapel congregation remember in your prayers Alan, 
Kami and family as they wait to learn where God will use them next, as well as the entire 
DNA Church family. Alan will learn of his next appointment sometime in June.  
 
Tom Fogarty gave a report on church financials for the period ending February 29, 2016. 
Revenues received to date are greater than the revenues received for the same period last 
year 2015. Tom will present a detailed financial report for the 1st quarter 2016 at the April 
Church Council meeting. 
 
Pastor Justin updated Council concerning Safe Sanctuary for our congregation. He reported 
that the purpose of Safe Sanctuary is “to create communities of faith where children and 
adults grow safe and strong. Therefore, as a Christian community of faith and a United 
Methodist congregation, we pledge to conduct the ministry of Jesus Christ in ways that 
assure the safety of all here at Long’s Chapel.” Church volunteers working with Justin to 
overhaul and update the existing Safe Sanctuary plan are Denise Teague, Sally Hundley, and 
Georgette Fields. 
 
Pastor Justin also presented an update concerning the Young Adult Ministries Structure 
identified as: College-aged Young Adults (approximate ages 18-21); Young Singles and 
Couples (approximate ages 22-28); and Young Families (approximate ages 29-35). Church 
volunteers working with Justin to develop plans to be more effective in ministering to the 
various needs of all young adults are Ashley Creason, Paul Ervin, Rion Odom, and Meg 
Reeves. 
 
Pastor Chuck provided updates concerning several areas in the life and ministry of Long’s 
Chapel such as Church Council Information Center to be located in the Narthex hallway; 
important dates to have on your calendar; new worship series beginning on Sunday, April 
17; and the listing of the summer speaker series. Chuck also told Council of a ministry 
developed by 9 year old Jenna Lawing called Comfort Clips.  
 
After much discussion, it was decided that the Building Committee’s request for additional 
funding of $55,000 would be continued at the April 19 Council meeting. 
 
Staff Parish presented the following information to Council: 

1. Requested that Lindsey Ebaugh be hired for the Youth Coordinator position, 
(formerly known as the Director of Middle School Ministries previously held by 
Jenni Pavon.) Council unanimously affirmed this request, effective immediately. 



2. Reported that David Merrell has resigned from his position as Worship Assistant 
effective the end of March. Thank you, David, for your many years of faithful service. 
Church Council wishes you the best in your new journey.  

3. The search continues to fill the position of Director of Children’s Ministry (LC Kids). 
 
We concluded our time together with a time of silence and prayer led by Pastor Chuck. 
 
The next regularly scheduled Church Council meeting will be held April 19, 2016. As always, 
all meetings of Church Leadership are open to anyone (except when discussing personnel 
issues). 

 
 
 
 
 
 


